Graduates reflect on their
hybrid edu j journey at NITK
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Mangaluru: The 22" annu-
al convocation of NITK, Su-
rathkal, held on Saturday
witnessed numerous BTech
students, who commenced
their academic journey du-
ring the pandemic, gradua-
ting - from the institution.
They conveyed that whilst
they spent approximately 1.5
years attending virtual clas-
ses without the physical pre-
sence on campus, their edu-
cational progress remained
uninterrupted.

~_“When I joined the cam-
pus for the first time, it was
silent, with frequent sigh-
tings of snakes around the
place. Ifeltit was usualtosee
snakes here every day, only
to learn that it was a side ef-
fect of the pandemic, as the
campus was empty. However,
the learning was never dull.
The professors made sure
that we received whatever
was necessary and were av-
ailable despite the threat of
the virus. There were a lot of

restrictionsonthe hugecam-

pus,” shared a mechanical
engineering graduate, aresi-
.dent of Bengaluru.
Priyanka Narayan, a
graduate of the civil engi-
neering department, said
that when she first arrived

at NITK, everything felt no-.

vel and intriguing. She was
fascinated by all the aspects
she had heard about and en-
visioned, particularly the
beach, NCC, swimming po-

ol, badminton court and the
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vast 300-acre verdant cam-
pus. Due to Covid-19, their
initial1.5 years consisted of
online classes.

Although virtual lear-
ning progressed smoothly,

- she eagerly anticipated re-

turning to physical class-
rooms. Eventually, the col-
lege resumed in-person
operations, and they beca-
me the unique batch that
experienced hybrid educa-
tion. In the next 2.5 years,
she made sure to thorough-
ly explore every corner of
NITK and cherished her ti-
me on campus.

Another graduate, Azim
Mohammed P, described his
challenging experience du-

- ring the transition to virtual -

learning. “Adapting to onli-
ne was hard but eventually
became comfortable,” he re-
called while discussing how
henavigated through the dif-
ficulties of online education.

2,078 received degree

During the annual convoca-
tion held on Saturday, the in-
stitution conferred acade-
mic credentials upon 2,078
students. The conferrals in-
cluded 1,002 BTech degrees,
758 MTech and MTech (R)qu-

~ alifications, and 179 degrees

in various master’s pro-
grammes, including MBA,
MCA, and MSc. Furthermo-
re, 139 scholars earned their
PhD degrees, whilst 195 stu-
dents obtained BTech degre-
es with a minor, and five re-
ceived BTech (honours)

‘degrees. The institution re-

cognised outstanding aca-
demic performance by
awarding gold medals to 9
BTech students and 31 post-
graduate students, with .
medals sponsored by vario-
us organisations for achie-

ving the highest CGPA. The

convocation ceremony was
splitinto two sessions.




