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Dr GSatheesh Reddy, the scientific ad

visor tothe defece minister, delivers

the 21st convocation address at NITK, Surathkal.oH pHoTo

‘India should become
world’s innovation hub’

. MANGALURU, DHNS

istqr Dr G Satheesh Reddy said inno-
vation and technology will take the
country to the top of the world. ;s

DrReddy,whowasalso the Chairman of
the De_fenc_:e Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), delivered the 21st
convocationaddress at NITK, Surathkal.

Hesaid the youthshould developstate-
of-the-artproducts thatare of high quality

Land cost-effective, ' i

~ “India has become self-reliant in mis-
sile techr]qlogy, radars, aircraft, guns,
commiunication systems, submarines,
sprface—to-surfacemjssiles, anti-tank mis-
siles and many other vatieties of missiles
developedin the.country,”he said.

“Make in India’ is a unique initiative
launched by the Centre to create oppor-
tunities for the private sector to partner
in the manufacturing of equipmentin var-
ious sectors, including defence,” he said.

Stating that the youth have become
entrepreneurs and many startups have
come upinthe country, DrReddysaid the
youth have developed a globally competi-
tivemindsetand wantto develop products

. for developed countries across the world.

He said the Ministry of Defence had

Sciem:iﬁc advisor to the defence min-
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exported Rs16,000 crore worth of equip-
ment, arms and ammunition during the
previousfiscal.

CSIR-NIIST Director Dr C Anand-
haramakrishnan stressed the need
for scientific intervention to addresg
issues bothering health, food, enep.
gy sector and climate change in the
country. : :

“Weneed towork on energy, water and
food security of a countrywhich will haye
150 crore population by 2033. To achieye
Amrit Kaal by 2047, we need to work to-
getglwr and plan for the next 24 years » e
said.

“The global population will be 9 billion
by 2050. About 54% ofthe cities face hj h
water stress. There is a need to work %
how toaddress theissues,” he said. R

NITK Director Prof BRavisaid the work
on a lecture hall complex-D, an 0l ]
pic-size swimming pool and an elevgt?d
sky track to connect two sides of the caj
pusisin progress. 1

Within a year, NITK’s testin
sultancyservices had crossed ngﬁf,';‘if"“‘
compared to less than Rs 3 crope _m()re'
previousfiscal. NITK’s student p]acf.-mthe
con;mues to bfi*strtzlngas over1,500 il'?e:;]{;
students got placed at an 4
nearly Rs 16 lakh. A G o
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